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In 1762 Gilbert and Hugh, the elder eleven, the
younger eight years of age, were placed under the care
of a young Scotchman, himself only twenty years of age,
who was selected for the office by Dr. Drysdale and
Professor Stewart.

To prepare himself for his charge, Mr. Liston was
desired to perfect himself in classical knowledge, in law,
and dancing. This last accomplishment was at that
time considered, according to Dr. Carlyle, to be indis-
pensable even as a preparation for the pulpit.

Two years later, Mr. Liston accompanied the boys to
Paris, where David Hume undertook a general charge
of them; and the letter in which their father announces
them to his friend, though it has been already -pub-
lished, may bear insertion here.1

Sir G. Elliot to David Hume.

4 September 15, 1764.

* Upon full deliberation, I am determined to send you
my boys if a tolerable place can be found for their re-
ception. ... It will be no small consolation to their
mother, from whom they are now to be separated for
the first time, to know that we are not without a friend

Ode, XVL Lib. 2, ad Grosphum, which he -wrote on his way home from
Bengal in 17S5:

An early death was Elliot's doom,
I saw his opening virtues bloom,

And manly sense unfold,
Too soon to fade!   I bade the stone
Record his name 'midst hordes unknown,

Unknowing what it told,
1 Published in Burton's Ijf* of Hu<m from the Minto MSS.